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INTERESTING TRIAL. 
= 


BREACH OF PROMISE OF MARRIAGE, 
MR. PHILLIPS'S SPEECH. 


_—s 


BLAKE @% WILKINS 


HIS cause, which had excited the most universal interest, 

came on to be tried on Tuesday fortnight at Galway, be- 
fore the Hon. Baron Smith and a special jury. Every avenue 
to the court house was crowded at an early hour, and lomg be- 
fore the trial it was impossible to precate & seat. 

The plaintiff is a Jieuvenant in the navy, not above SO years 
of age. The defendant is, at Jeast, 65, and is the widow of 
the staff physician, in whose arms General Wolfe died at the 
siege of Quebec. 

The plaintiff's ease having been gone throngh, Mr. Philips 
aldressed the jury on the part eof Mrs. Wilkins, in pretty 
nearly the following terms := 

May it please your Lordship=-The plaintiffs counsel tell 
me, Gentienen, most unexpectedly, that they have closed his 
case,and it becomes my duty tostate to you that of the defendant. 
The nature of this action you have already beerd. Itis one 
which, in my mind, ought to be very sexdom brought, and 
very sparingly encouraged, It is is founded on circumstances 
of the most extreme delicacy, and it is intended to visit with 
penal consequences the non-observance of an engagement, 
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which is of the most paramount importance to society, and 
which of all others, perhaps, oug!t tobe the most unbiassed— 
an engagement, which, if it be voluntary, judicious, and disin- 
terested, generally produces the happiest effects ; but which, if 
it be either unsuitable or compulsory, engenders not only indivi- 
dual misery, but consequences universally pernicious. There 
are few contracts between human beings which should be more 
delicate than that of marriage. » Ladmit it should be very cau- 
tiously promised, but, even when promised, I am far from con- 
ceding that it should invariably be performed; a thousand cir- 
cumstances may form an impediment—change of fortune may 
render itimprudent—change of affection may make it culpa- 
ble. The very party to whom the law gives the privilege of 
complaint has, perhaps, the most reason to be grateful—grate- 
ful that its happiness has not been surrendered to caprice— 
gratcful that religion has not constrained an unwilling acqui- 
escence, or made an unavoidable desertion doubly criminal— 
grateful that an offspring had not been sacrificed to the indeli- 
cate and ungenerous enforcemeut—gratelul that an innocent 
secret disinclination did not too late evince itself in an irresisti- 
ble and irremediable disgust.—You will agree with me, that if 
there exists any excuse for such an action, it is on'the side of 
the female, because every female object being more ex- 
clusively domestic, such a disappointment is more severe in 
its investigation ; because the very circumstance concentrating 
their feelings renders them naturally more sensitive of a 
wound ; because their best treasure, their reputation, may have 
suffered from the intercourse ; because their chances of repa- 
ration are less, and their habitual seclusion makes them feel it 
more; because there is something in the desertion of their 
helplessness which almost merges the illegality in the unman- 
liness of the abandonment. However, if a man seeks to en- 
force this engagement, every one feels some delicacy attached 
to the requis.tion. 1 do not inquire into the comparative just- 
ness of the reasoning, bat, does not every one feel that there 
appears some meanness in forcing a female into an alliance? Is: 
it not almost saying, “ Iwill expose to public shame the cre- 
dulny on which [ practised, or you must pay to me in monies 
numbered, the profits of that heartless speculation—I have 
gambled with your affections—I have secured your bond— 
{ will extort the penalty either from your purse or reputa- 
tion!” L put a case to you where the circumstances are re- 
ciprocal—where age and fortang are the same—where there 
is no disparity of years to make the supposition ludicrous— 
where there is no disparity of fortune to render it suspicious. 
Let us see whetherthe present action can be so palliated, or 
whether it does not exhibit a pic ure of fraud and avarice, and 
meanness and hypocrisy solanghable, that itis almost impossi- 
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ble to criticise it, and yet so debasing, that human pride al- 
most forbids its ridicule, 

It‘has been left 10 meto defend my unfortunate old client 
from the double. battery of love‘and of law, which, at the age 
of 65, hus so unexpectedly opened on her. Oh, Gentlemen j 
how vain-glorious is the boast of beauty! How misappre- 
hended have heen the charms of youth, if years and. wrinkles 
ean thus despoil their conquests, and depopulate the navy of 
its prowess, and beguile the bar of its eloquence! How mis- 
taken were all the amatory poets from Anacreon downwards, 
who preferred the bloom of the rose and the thrill of the 
nightingale, to the saffron hide and dulcet treble of sixty-five ; 
Even our own sweet bard has had the folly to-declare that— 


“ He once had heard tell of an amorous youth 
Who was caught in his grandmother’sbed ; 

Bat owns he had ne’ersuch a Jiquorish tooth, 
As to wish to be there in his stead,” 


Royal wisdom has said, that we live in a “ New /Era.” The 
reign of old women has commenced, and if Jobanna South- 
cote converts England to her creed, why should not Ireland, 
less pious, perhaps, but at least equally passionate, kneel be- 
fore theshrine of the irresistible Widow Wilkins? It appears, 
Gentlemen, to have been her happy fate to have subdued par- 
ticularly the death-dealing professions. dndeed, in the love 
episodes of the heathen mythology, Mars and Venus were 
considered as inseparable. I know uot whether any of you 
have ever seen a very beautiful print representing the fatal 
glory of Quebec, and the last moments of its immortal cone 
queror—if so, you must have observed the figure of the staff 
physician, in whose arms the hero is expiring: that identice! 
personage, my Lord, wasthe happy swain, who, forty or fitiy 
years ago, received the reward of his valour and his skillin the 
virgin band of my venerable client! The doctor lived some- 
thing more than a century, during a great part of which Mrs. 
Wilkins was his companion.—Alas! Gentlemen, long as he 
lived, he lived not long enough to behold her beauty--- 


“ That beauty like the aloe flower, 
But bloomed and blossomed at fourscore.” 


He was, however, so far fascivated, as to bequeath to her the 
legacies of his patients when he found he was predoomed' to 
follow them. ‘To this circumstance, very far be it from me to 
hint, that Mrs. Wilkins is indebted for any of her attractions. 
Rich, however, she undoubtedly was, and rich she had still as 
undoubtedly have continued, had it not been for her inter 
course with the family of the plaintiff. I do not ippute it as 
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acrime to them that they happened to, be necessitous, but | 
do impute it as both criminal and ungrateful, that after having 
lived on the generosity of their friend, after having literally ex- 
hausted her most prodigal liberality, they shouid drag her 
infirmities before the public gaze, vainly supposing that they 
could bide their own contemptible avarice.in the more prom 
nent exposure of hermelancholy dotage. The father of the 
Slaintift it cannot be unknown to you, was for many years 
in the most indigent situation, Perhaps it is pot a matter of 
concealment, that he feund in Mrs. Wilkins a most generous 
benefactress, Sheassisted and supported himy until at last 
his increasing necessities reduced him to take refuge in an act 
of insolvency. During their intimacy, frequent al/usion was 
made toa son whom Mrs. Wilkins had never seen since he was 
a child, and who had risen to a licutenancy in tbe navy, under 
the patronage of their relative, Sir Benjamin Bloomfield. In 
a parent’s panegyric, the gallant lieutedant was, of course, 
all that even hope could picture. Yong, gay, heroic, and 
di-interested—the pride of the navy—the prop of the country 
—independent as the gale that wafled, and bounteons as. the 
wave that bore him. 4 am afraid that it is rather an anti-cli« 
max to tell you after this, that he is the present plaintiff. Phe 
eloquence of Mrs. Blake was not exclasively confined to her 
encomiumts on the lieutenant. While these contrivances were 
practising on Mrs Wilkins, a bye-plot was got up on board the 
Elydra, and Mr. Blake returned to his mourning country, in- 
fluenced, av be says, by lis pastiality forthe defendant, but in 
reality, compelled by ul health and disappointments, added, 
perhaps, to his mother’s very absurd and avaricious specula- 
tions. What a loss the navy had of him, and what a loss he 
had of thenavy! Alas! Gentlemen, he could not resist his 
affection for a female he never saw—Almighty love eclipsed 
the glories of ambitioa—Trafalgar and St. Vincent fliued from 
his memory—he gave up all for woman, as Mark Antony did 
before him, and, like the Cepid in Hudibras, he 








took his stand 

Upon a widow’s joinwure land— 

His tender sigh, and trickling tear 
Long’d for fivé hundred pounds a year, 
And languishing desires were found 

Of statute, mortgage, bill and bond!” 


Oi! Gentlemen, only imagine him on the Lakes of North 
Awerica—Alike to bim the varieties of season or the vicissi- 
tudes of warfare. One sovereign image monopolizeg his s¢9- 
sibilities. Does the storm rage (—the widow Wilkins outsigls 
the whirlwind. Is the ocean calm?--its mirror shews him the 











vas 
yas 
Jer 


se, 
od 
ry 
he 
‘lis 
‘he 
er 
re 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 325 


lovely widow Wilkins! Is the battle won ?—he. thins his. lau- 
rel that the widow Wilkins may interweave her myrtles. Does 
the broadside thunder ?—be invokes the Widow Wilkins! 


« A sweet little cherub she sits up aloft, 
To keep watch for tlie life of poor Peter!” 


Alas! how much is he to be pitied!—how amply should he 
Be recompensed! Who but must mourn his sublime, disin- 
terested, sweet-souled patriotism !—who but must sympathise 
with bis pure, ardent, generous affection! Affection tuo con- 
fident to require an interview! Affection too warm to waif 
éven foran ittrodaction! Indeed, his Amanda herself seemed 
to think his love most desitable at a distance, for at the very 
first visit after his return, he was refused admittance. His 
captivating charmer was then sick and utrse-tended st her 
brother's house, after a winter’s confinement, reflecting, most 
likely, rather on her funeral than on her wedding. Mrs. Blake’s 
avariee instantly took the alarm, and she wrote the letter, 
which | shall now proceed to read to you.” 

Mr. Vandeleur—* My Lord, unwilling asl am to interrupt 
a statement which seems to create so universal a sensation, 
still f hope your Lordship will restrain Mr. Philips from 
reading a letter which cannut hereafter be read in evidence.” 

Mr. ©’Connell rose for the purpose of supporting the 
propriety of the course pursued by the defendant's counsel, 
whien, 

Mr. Phillips resumed—* My Lord, ahhough it is utterly 
impossible for the Learned Gentleman to say, in what man- 
ner hereafter this letter might be made evidence, still my 
case is too strong to require any cavilling upon such trifles. 
Iam content to save the public time, and waive the perusal 
of the letter. However, they have now given its suppression 
an importance which, perhaps, its production could not have 
procored for it. You see, Gentlemen, what a case they have, 
when they insiston the withholding of the documents which 
originated with themselves. [ accede to their very politic inter- 
ference—I grant them, since they entreat it, the mercy of my 
silence. Certain it is, however, that a letter wasreceived from 
Mrs. Blake, and that almost immediately after its receipt, Miss 
Blake introduced heiself to Browuville, where Mrs. Wilkins 
Was—remained two days—lamented bitterly her not having 
appeared to the lieutenant when he called to visit her—said 
that her poor mother bad set her heart on an alliance—that 
she was sure, dear woman, a disappointment would he the 
death of her; in short, that there was no alternative but the 
tomb or the altar! To all this Mrs. Wilkins only replied, how 
totally ignorant the parties most interested were of each 
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other, and that were she éven inclined to connect ‘herself with 
a stranger (poor old fool) !) ‘the debts in which her generosity 
to the family had already involved her, formed, at least ‘far the 
present, an insurmountable impediment. . This was not suffi- 
cient. [n less than a week, the indefatigable Miss Blake re- 
turned to the charge, actually armed with an old family bond 
to pay off the incumbrances, and a renewed representation 
of the mother’s suspense and the brother's, desperation. You 
will not fail to observe, Gentlemen, that while the female con- 
Spirators were thus at work, the lover himself had never seen 
the object of his idolatry. Like the maniae in the farce he 
fell in Jove with the picture of his grandmother. Likea prince 
of the biood, he was willing to woo and to be wedded by 
proxy. 


To be concluded in our next. 





On the Subject of the Intended National Monuments. 
Lonpon, April 5, 1817. 


UBLIC notification having been given, that designs for the 
national mouuments in commemoration of the victories of 
Waterloo and Trafalgar are to be delivered in on the 30th in- 
stant, the attention of the public may now very properly be 
called to a matter of so much general interest and importance. 
Pashiament bas hitherto done uno more than vote two sepurate 
monuments; a decision, however, which may ultimately be re- 
vised, if it should be found that, by suchan arrangement, 
there might be any danger of creating a source of jealousy 
between the two branches of service ; and that the whole of 
the funds, if united for one monument, would produce a far 
more suitable display of national gratitude ; but Parliament 
has prescribed no particular form to be adopted; nor, excepi- 
ing the exclusion from London, which the sinoke and the un- 
sightly masses of brick seem to require, is any restraint im- 
posed on the choice of situation. ‘ 

In regard to the wunuments vow to he erected, whether se- 
parate, or united in one, it is the universal feeling, that the ob- 
ject should be accomplished on a scale becoming the gratitude 
of a country standing as high in power and in civilization as 
Great Britain does. Uf these impressions are at all correct, the 
public will view, with particular interest, a plan which is recom- 
mended to their notice, by a person who did not know the au- 
thor of it by name, till he accidentally saw the model.* It 


* The author is Mr. Robertson, miniature-painter, 33, Gerard-stree, 
Soho, where the model is. 
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consists in an exact representation of the Parthenon of the 
Aropolis of Athens, to be erected on a platform moderately 
raised upon Primrose-hill, 

This- temple was the taste of the purest age of Athens; the 
production of the very ablest artist the world ever saw, acting 
ander the guidance of the most accomplished patrons, It is 
admitted, beyond all dispute, to be the perfection of Greek ar- 
chitecture: and now that a large proportion of the original 
sculpture belonging to it is deposited in the British Museum, 
it is equally beyond all cavil, that those ornaments of the tem- 
ple are of the highest seale of excellence, and executed on 
principles so satisfactory, and so obvious to a sound and free 
exercise of judgement, as to leave no doubt of their becoming 
the ground-work of infinite proficiency in sculpture, when- 
ever the talents of the country shall be adequately called 
forth. 

An exact copy, therefore, of this structure would present, 
in respect to afchitecture, the advantage of exhibiting, in all 
its details, that which has hitherto been considered as the inas- 
ter-piece of that science. 

The igtroduction of sculpture by appropriate representa- 
tions, into as much as may be, at first, wished of the capacious 
pediments, the 90 metopes, the 450 feet of frieze, now that we 
are in possession of many of the stupendous productions which 
Phidias and his school, adapted to those identical situations, 
would give a direction and open a field to the progress of sculp- 
ture, such as nothing else could possibly equal: and the interior 
of the temple, extending in the whole to 500 feet of wall 50 
feet high, and susceptible of the most favourable light, would 
furnish equally unbounded scope for the genius of historical 
painting im immortalizing the glories of the nation. 

The substructure of 400 feet square by 15 feet in height, is 
intended for receiving the remains of departed beroes or de- 
parted friends, and sucl) monuments as gratitude or ¢ffection 
may wish fo raise there. 

In grandeur, this monument would surpass any thing that 
exists. [tis amply capable of fulfilling the immediate inten- 
tion of Parliament, by the most striking and iatelligible repre- 
sentation, not only of the greatevents which are the occasion 
of it, but also of the individual traits of heroism; &c. which 
were displayed. 

[tis one very valuable recommendation of this plan, that the 
arciitecture of the temple alone would present an entire monu- 
ment: that thus much could be erected probably in little more 
than in one year, and at an expence not supposed to exceed 
£150,000, a very large proportion of which would go for 
manual laboyr, and of course among the lower classes of the 
community; while the sculpture and painting would tarnish 











328 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


occupation to a very great number of artists, and yet occasion 
only ‘a progressive expenditure. 
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Train Oil recommended as a Cure for Cattle swelled with their Food. 


A Letter addressed to the editor of the Farmer’s Magazine, 


and inserted in the number of that work just published, 


suys—* It is now somewhat move than two years since I ad- 
dressed you on the curing of ¢attle swelled with their food, 
by means of train oil. During this period, 1 have had occa- 
sion to make repeated trials of it myself, and have the satis- 
fuction to say that every one.of these las proved effectual. _ I 
am also informed of two or three instances where cattle that 
were choked with turnip, were relieved by the application of 
train oil ; and, should it prove efficacious ia cases of this kind, 
being so verysimple and easily administered, there is little 
doubt ef its soon superseding the choking rope; an instrument 
which, when unskillully applied, often killeth, instead of cure 
ing.—The quantity of oi! which | have been in the practice of 
applying in each dose, bas never exceeded an English pint, 
the quantity recommended by my intelligent instructor, Mr. 
Routchart, overseer, to Baron Sir John Stuart, in this county 
[Kincardineshire], who, it seems, is the first who tried the ex- 
periment in this quarter), although I am rather inclined to 
think that even less than two thirds of that quantity would be 
enough. However, as it appears perfectly harmless, it is 
certainly best to err by exceeding the quantity than to fall below 
ut. I have known calves that were very much swelled, cured 
with Jess than a fourth of an English pinot. And it is buta 
short time ago I had an opportunity of making the experiment 
en a small Highland ox, of something more than 20 stove 
weight, which had got considerably swelled by hastily eating 
afew frosted unthawed turnips. The quantity of oil given on 
this occasion was much abouttwo gills, which operated im- 
mediately,so that in less than fifteen minutes the swelling had 
completely subsided. Not only in this case, but indeed in 
every one in which | have tried it, I have found the gi! operate 
so speedily, that I presume it is quite immaterial whether the 
animal be driven about after receiving it ornot. After receiv- 
ing the oil, the animal generally coughs a liule, which is per- 
haps partly thereason of its proving efficacious in cases of 
choking, as coughing commonly removes the turnip.” 








THE ENGLISH LADIES, 
HE following article, from a ‘Parisian journal, is a review 
of a book published at Paris, celled Six Months at 
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Londow,” being the sequel of a work ‘entitled “ A Fortnight 
in London at:the End of 1815;” by the ‘same author. 

« The author of “ Six Montlis at Londen” is not a very pro- 
found observer, bur he is faithful (Is he so?) He has thrown 
the glance of an atnatear dion the women. ft isa subject on 
which he expatiates with complacency. I will add, to. make use 
of a rothanticexpression, that he is faithfal to the worship of mes 
mory, and that he prefers the graces of our Parisian ladies, to all 
the charms of the most’ richly decked English. He bas ex- 
pressed this'preference in terms rather’ too lofty, of which 
any otte will be convinced who reads the following passage!— 

* Let us leave the hattdsomest of the Sitens of the Thames 
to deck herself in her most splendid attire, id which riches ari 
elegance, art and nature combine to embelfish her; she wilt al- 
ways neglect /a nuptiale robe, without which she can never bé 
admitted to the banquet of the Graces, that charm which can- 
not be described, which crowns all the rest, aud which is the 
pecoliar attraction of the nymytis of the Seine, fa tournure.” 

“ The recollection of the nyurphs of the Seine, and of their 
fournure, dves.not prevent the antltor from Confessing that there 
are many pretty and amiable women in England; but he 
wishes that they would take the trouble to walk with alittle 
more grace, and to hold in a better style their arms, “ which 
seem” he observes, “ asif they weretwo pendulums alternately 
set in motion.” 

“ The English women paint red and white! This last com 
metic is withii the reach of every body. ‘* It is with the 
powder with which they at other times adorn their hair,” 
adds our traveller, “ that they cover their faces, their necks, 
their breasts, and that part of theit arms which they ex~ 
pose ; so that they are powdered all over like the tapts that are 
sold at our confec.ioners. This kind of paint, they say, has 
the advantage of not spoiling the skin, like the various kinds 
of white that are used for a similer purpose. But it is not 
Without its inconveniencies, and hereis a proofof it, I fowad 
myself, in coming out of the Opera, near a lady wha hag 
made use of this cosmetic, which could not have been disca- 
vered by any one not previously informed of it. Uuluckily ig 
rained very smartly; and it was necessary that she shauld crass 
the pavement to get to her carriage ; for in no part of Lon. 
don can that be done under cover. In spite of an umbrella with 
which her footman endeavoured to protect her, several drops 
of rain felt on her figure and on her arins, and litte rivulers of 
a whitish colour furrowed ihe wrinkles, which changed the coun. 
tenance of a Psyche into that of a Sibyl.” Will the English 
Women say that this is faithful 7) 

“ The English women love nice bits much more than French. 
women do. Here is the proof of it.“ Never (says our travel- 
VOL. 57. 3D 
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ler, have I, passed between noon, and four o’clook, thiose shops 
of pastry and confeetionury, of which fhe number in London 
is so. considerable (uniting: the two’ descriptions of trade), 
wiihout seeing in them several handsome women regaling them- 
selves with creams, jellies, comfits, custards, and tarts, of which 
the variety, I fanoy, is still greater than at Paris. 1 have even 
seen fruits, which have been preserved in brandy, enter more 
thay. one pretty meuth.” ' 
‘ There is one point on which our fair neighbours across the 
channel .at least equal the French women. It is in education, 
* Almost all the women (observes our author) know French 
and liaiians; aud speak those languages infinitely better than 
thei: husbands ; to which some of them join Spanish and Por. 
tuguese.. They successfully cultivate agreeable talents. They, 
have great literary knowledge, and some of them are not 
strangers to sciences, with which the fair sexin other-countries. 
are unacquainted even in name. In short, when you have the good 
fortune to be admitted into the familiar society of an English- 
woman, which is not very easy for a foreigner, you are quite 
surprised at the amiable and solid qualities that you discover 
in her.” 





THE CHINESE EMPIRE. 


. | ‘HE following statistical account of that immense empire. 
will ex¢ite some interest :— 


Extent of the empire in square miles - = — 1,297,999 
Fhe same in acres FA - - - - 830,719 360 
Number of inhabitants - - + - $33,000,000 


Revenues in sterling : - - - - £12,140,695 

This gives 256 persons to a square mile, or 2} acres to each, 
which is full one half more in proportion than the population of 
England. 

The revenues amount to 84d. a-year each, ; so that as the 
Britisli Yevenue stood in 1815, before the abolition of the 
Income Tax, one person in Eagland paid ax much as 180 in 
China. 

lodustry in China is, nevertheless, carried to the highest 
degree ; ‘and there are not to be found in China either idle per- 
sons or beggars. Every small piece of ground is cultivated, 
and produvcs something useful ; and all sorts of graiu~ are 
planted; not sowed, by which means more seed is saved thao 
would supply all the inhabitants of Britain and lreland. 

In that country every one Jabours, and even rocks are cover- 
cd with earth,and made to produce. The sides of mountains 
are cultivated, and irrigation is very general, and conducted 
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with great art and care. ‘Cloth and, paper are made from 
yarious vegetables, which,in Europe are. thrown aside as -usew 
less. ' sw aiGubne ’ 

“fa one word they neither, waste time, nor. space, nor mates! 
rials, and pay scarcely any taxes. Nevertheless. they are #6 
poor, that is, they enjoy se few,.of the necessaries of |ife;: that 
ihe law permits the. stifling .of newlybore, children, whew the 


parents have not the meansof bringing them up! 


This account is from the,best authorities, and affords abine 
dance of materials for thinking.to our, specelative economists; 
but if ahy thing were waning to complete.the strange result 
of such a population, and so much industry, iv is, that the 
Chinése despise all other nations, but most.of all commerctab 
ones, and that they have always as much as_ possible insisted 
on haying gold oy silver in exchange for whet they: sell‘to 
strangers, ‘ 7% 





ANCIENT COOKERY. 
[From the third Volume of the Curiosities of Literature. 


HE memorable grand dinner giveo by the classical. Doc- 
tor in Peregrine Pickle, las jndisposed our tastes for the 
cookery of the ancients ; but, since it is ofien “ the cooks 
who spoil the broth,” we cannot be sure that even “ the black, 
lacedemonian,” stirred by the spear of a Spartan, might 
have a poignancy for him, which did not happen on tbat oc- 
tasion. 

Their cookery must have been superior to our humbler art, 
ince they could find dainties in the tough membraneous parts 
of the matrices of a sow, and the flesh of young hawks, and a 
younguss. The elder Pliny tells, that one man had studied. 
the art of Tattening snails with paste so successtully, that the 
hells of some of his snails would contain many quarts, The 
wme monstrous taste fed up those prodigious goose’s livers, a 
uste still prevailing in Ltaly. Swine were fattened with whe 
ud figs; and even fish in their ponds were fattened by = 
itificial means. Our prize oxen might astonish a Roman, as 
woch as one Of their crammed peacocks would ourselves, 
Gluttony produces monsters, and turns away from nature to 
ked on unwholesoéme meats. The flesh of young foxes about 
utumn, when they fed on grapes, is praised by Galen ; aad 
Hippocrates eet the flesh of puppies to that of birds. The 








wmorous Dr. King, who has touched on this subject, snspects 

hat many of the Greek dishes appear charming, -from. theig 

lifluous terminations, resounding with a floies and toios, 
spe 
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| The numerous desoriptions. of apcient cookery which Athe. 
neaus has preserved, indicate ga earivalied dexterity and refine- 
ment: aud the ancients, indeed, appear to have raised the cu- 
lioary art into a seience,and dignified cooks into professors, 
Toey had writers who exhausted their erudition and ingenuity 
in ‘verse and prose; while seme were proud to ifmortalize 
‘theinnames, by the inventiot-of poignant satice, of 2 popuiar 
gateau. Apicias, «name immortalized, and now syuonymous 
with a Gorger,.was the inventor of cakes called apicians; and 
ene- Aristoxenes, after many unsuccessful combinations, at 
length hit on a peculiat wanner of seasoning hams, ‘thence 
called Aristoxeniens. The name of a late nobleman among 
ourselves is thus invoked every day. 
' * * ec“le * * 

©The elegant Romans declared, that a repast should not con- 
sist of less in aumber than the Graces, nor of more than the 
Muses. They had, however, a quaint proverb, which Alexan- 
dfi ib “Alexandro has preserved, not favourable even to so 
large a dinner party as nine ;. it turns on a play of words: 


“ Septem convivium, Novem convicium facere.” 


An elegant Roman, meeting a friend, regretted he could nat 
invite him to diuner, “ because my number is complete.” 
* - . * * * 


England had the honour to furnish them [the Romans] with 
oysters, which they fetched from about Sandwich. Juvenal 
recerds, that Montanus was so well skilled in the science of 
good eating, that he could tell by the first bite, whether they 
were English or not. The well known Apicius poured into 
his stomach an immense fortune. He usually resided at Min- 
torna, a town in Campania, where he ate shrimps at a high 
price ; they were so large, that those of Smyrna, and the prawas 
of Alexandria, could not be compared with the shrimps of 
Miyturna. However, this luckless epicure was informed, that 
the shrimps in Africa were more monstrous ; and he embarks 
without losing a day. He encounters a great siorm, aud 
through imminent danger arrives at the shores of Africa. ‘The 
fishermen bring him the largest for size their nets could fur- 
nish. Apicius shakes his head : “ Have you neverany larger” 
he inquires. The answer was not favourable to his hopes 
Apicius rejects them, aod fondly remembers the shrimps of ‘his 
own Mioturna. He orders his pilot to return to ltaly, und 
leaves Africa with a look of contempt. 

A fraternal genius was Philoxenus: he whose higher wish 
was to possess a crane’s neck, that he might be.the longer in 
savouring his dainties; and who appears to have invented 
some expedients which might answer, in some degree, the 
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purpose. This impudent epicure wits 80 little attentive to the 
feelings of his brother guests, that, imthe "hot bath, he avowedly 
habituated himself to keep hishinds in ‘the scalding water; and: 
even used to gargle his: throat witht, that he miuit feel less 
impediment in swallowing the hottest dishes.’ He bribed. the 
cooks to serve up the repast sinoking bot; that he muylit glo- 
riously devour what he chose before wny one else coul: veniure 
totouch the dish. [Et seemeil as if he: had used his fingers te 
handle fire. “‘He is cn oven; vot -a mao!” exclaimed a 
grambling fellow guest. Ouce baving embarked for Ephesus, 
for the purpose of eating fish, his tavouriie food, he asrived at 
the market, end foutid all the stalls empty. Toere was a weds 
ding in the town, and all the fish had been bespoken. He 
hastens to embrace the new-married couple, abd singing an 
epithalamiaw, the dithyr «mbic epicure ench med the company. 
The bridegroom was delighted by the honour of the presence 
of such a poet, and earnestly requested he would come on the 
morrow. “ [ will come, young friend, if there is no fish at the 
market!” It was this Philoxenus Who, at the table of Dio- 
nysius the tyrant of Sicily, having near him a small 
babel, and observing a large one near the Prince, took the 
little one, and held it to hisear. Dionysius inquired the rea- 
son. “ At present,” replied the ingenious epicure, “ F amso 
occupied by my Galatea” (a poem in honour of the mistress of 
the tyrant), “ that | wished to inquire of this file fish, whee 
ther he could give me some information about Nereus ; bu: he 
is silent, and [| imagine that they have taken bim up tod 
young: [iave no doubt but that old one, epposite to you, 
woud perfectly satisfy me.” Dionysius rewarded the pleasant 
conceit with the large barbel. 


Snake or Adder found in a, Block of Coal. 





HE public are apprized of the singular circumstance of 
iwo lizaids having been discovered in a clralk-bed in 
Suffolk, sixty feet below the surface. Tie publication of this 
fact has given rise to the foliowing affidavit of a similar dis- 
covery by two pitiwen in the county of Stafford. “ We Wil- 
liam Millsand Jobo Fisher, both of the parish of Tipton, in the 
county of Stafford, do bereby certify and declare, that a few 
years ago in working in a certain coalpit belonging to the Rt. 
Eon. Viscount Dudley and Ward, at what is called the Pieces, 
in the parish of Tipton aforesaid, and on cleaving or breaking 
the stratum of coal called the stone coal, which is about four 
feet thick, and in that situation lies about fifty yards from the 
earth's surface—we discovered a living reptile of the snake or 
adver kind, lying cviled up, imbedded in a small hollow cell 
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within the. said solid coal, which might be about twenty tons 
in weight. Thereptle when discovered visibly moved, and 
soou «fierwards crept.out of the hole ; but did not Jive longer 
than ten minutes on being,expased tathe air, when it naturally 
died, not haviag beep, atalbburt by thecleaving of the coal, 
whose thickness and solidity must have kept it before froar all 
air. The hollow, iuwhicb, it lay, was split or cloven in. two by 
means of ag iron wedge ;.and was rather moist at the bottom, 
but had. no.visible water. » lt was nearly the size. of a common 
tea-sancer 3.and.the.septile was about nine inches long, ofa 
darkish ashy.colour, and # juitle speckled. After it was dead it 
was throwa aside; and the large coal in which it lay being 
broken to.pieces, was, drawn up out of the pit, and disposed of 
in the. usual way. 

In testimony. of these facts. we have certified the same upon 
oath, before the Rev. Dr. Booker, a magistrate, this 5th day 
of March, 1817. 

I Witness our hands, 
(Signed) WILLIAM MILLS, 
The }¢ mak of Joun Fisner. 
“ Tn the presence of Wattiam SumMeEnrs.” 





TRANSLATION OF THE BULL AGAINST BIBLE 
SOCIETIES. 


Issued June 29th, 1816, by the Pope Pius VII. to the Arche 
: bishop of Gnesn, Primate of Poland. 


Venerable Brother,—Health and apostolic benediction. 


N our last letter to you we promised, very- soon, to returo 

ak abswer to your's: in which you haye appealed to this 
Holy See, iti'the name of the other Bishops of Poland, respect- 
ing what are called Bible Societies, and have earnestly required , 
of us what you ought to do in this affair. We long since, 
indeed, wished to comply with your request; but an incredi- 
ble variety of weigisty concerns have so pressed upon us on 
every side, that till thisday, we could not yield to your soli- 
cilation. 

We have been truly shocked.at this most crafty device, by 
which the very foundations of religion are undermined ; and 
having, because of the great importance of the subject, con- 
ferred if Council with our venerable brethen, the Cardinals of 
the Holy Roman Church, we have, with the utmost care and 
attention, deliberated upon the measures proper to be adopted 
by our Pontifical authority, in order to remedy and abolish this 
pestilence as far as possible. In the mean time, we heartily 
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congratulate you,.venerable Brother, and we commend you 
again and again in the Lord, as it is fit we should, upon the 
singular zeal you have displayed under circumstances so dan- 

erous, to Chiistianity, inhaviog devounced to the Apostolic 
shia defilement of the faith, so imminently dangerous to 
souls... And although we perceive that it is not necessary to 
excite, him to activity who is making haste, since of your own 
accord you have already shewn an ardent desire to detect and 
overthrow the impious machinations of these innovators ; yet, 
in conformity wiih our office, we again and again exhort you, 
that whatever we can achieve by power, provide for by counsél, 
or effect by authority, you will daily execute with the utmost 
earnestness, placing yourself as a wall for the House of Israel. 

With this view we issue the present Brief, viz. that we may 
convey, tayou a signal testimony of our approbation of your 
excellent conduct, and also may endeavour therein still more 
aod more toexcite your pastoral solicitude and diligence, ' For 
the general good imperiously requires you to combine all your 
means and enerzies to frustrate the plans, which are prepared 
by its enemies for the destruction of our most holy religion : 
wheace it becomes an Episcopal daty, that you first. of all ex- 
pose the wickedness of this nefarious scheme, as you have al- 
ready done so admirably, to the view of the faithful, and open- 
ly publish the same, according io the rales prescribed by the 
Church, with all the erudition and wisdow which you possess ; 
namely “ that the Bible printed by Heretics is to be numbered 
among other prohibited Books, conformably to the Rules of 
the ludex (No. 2 aud 3,) for it is evident: from experience that 
the Holy Scriptures, when circulated in the vulgar tongue, 
have through the temerity of mea, produced more harm’ than 
benefit”(Rule LV.) : And ihis is ihe more to be dreaded in times 
so depraved, when our holy religion is assailed from every 
quarter with great cunning and effort, and the most grievous 
wounds are inflicted on the Church. I[t is, therefore, necessary 
to adhere to the salutary Decree of the Congregation of the 
Index (June 13th, 1757), tbat no versions of the Bible in the 
vulgar tongue be permitted, except such as are approved by 
the Apostolic See,or published with Annotations extracted from 
the writings of holy Fathers of the Church. 

We confidently hope that, in these turbulent circumstances, 
the Poles will give the clearest proofs of their attachment to 
the religion of their ancestors ; aud, by your care, as well ag 
that of the other prelates of this kingdom, whow on account of 
the stand they have wonderfully made for the depositary of the. , 
faith, we congratulate in the Lord, trusting that they all may 
verv abundautly justify the opinion we have entertained . of 
them. 

li. is moreover necessary that you should transmit to us, as 
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soon as possible, the Bible which Jacob Whick published in 


the Polish Janguage with a'commentary,as well asa copy of 

the edition of itlately put forth without those annotations, 

_ taken from the writings of the holy Fathers of our church, or 
other learned Catholics, with ovr opinion upon it; that thus, 
from collating them together, it may be ascertained, after ma- 
ture investigation, that certain errors lie insitiously concealed 
therein, and that we may pronounce our judgment on this affair 
for the preservation of the true faith. 

Continve, therefore, venerable brother, to pursue this traly 
pious course upon which you have entered ; viz. diligently to 
fight thé battles of the Lord for the sound doctirive, and warn 
the people ittrusted to your care, that they fall not into the 
snares which are prepared for their everlasting ruin. The 
ehurch demands this from you, as well as from the other Bi. 
shops, whom our Rescript equally concerns; and we most anx- 

- fously expect it, that the deep sorrow we feel om account of 
this new species of tares which au adversary has so abundantly 
sown, may, by this cheering hope, be somewhat alleviated : 
and we always very heartily invoke the choicest blessings 
upon yourself and your fellow Bishops, for the good of the 
Lord’s flock, which we impart to you and them by our Apos 
talic benediction, 


Given at Rome, at St. Mary the Greater, June 29, 1816, the 
k7th year of our Pontificate. 
PIUS P. P. VII. 





PRESERVING OF MILK. 
IRCHOFF, the chemist who discovered the process of 


forming sugar from stareb, gives the following simple 
mode of preserving milk. Fresh milk is to be slowly evapo- 
rated by a very gentle heat, ‘till itis reduced to a dry powder. 
This substance should be kept in a dry and well stopped bottle. 
Diluted with a sufficient quaauity of water, it possesses conside- 
rable analogy, both in its taste and other properties, with new 
milk. ‘This would be a very convenient form of taking milk to 
seu, where a cow cannot be accommodated. 
M. Locateli, the celebriuted mathematician of Milan, is said 
" tohave invented a new piece of mechanisw by means of which 
vessels may ascend rivers without the assistance of a steam-en- 
gwe. ‘Fhe first experiment which was made on a sinall boat 
comple ely succeeded. The inventor asserts, that his plen is 
applicable even toa man of war,and that it will secure ber from 
the danger of shipwreck. ‘The strength of a single man, or at 
most thut of a hurse,is sufficient to put this machine in motion. 
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Singular Anecdotes of a North Country Clergyman. 


Clergyman of the name of Mathson, was minisier of Pat, 

teesdale, in Westmoreland, 60 years, and died lately at the 
‘age of YO. During the early part of his life bis benefice 
brought him only twelve pounds a year; it was afterwards ine 
creased (perhaps by Queen Anne’s bounty) to eighteen, which 
it never exceeded. On this income he married, brought up four 
children, and lived comfortable with his neighbours, educated 
asou at the University, and left upwards of one thousand 
pounds behind him. With that singular simplicity and inatten- 
tion to forms which characterize a country life, he himself 
read the burial service over his mother, he married his 
father to a second wife, and afierwards buried bim also, He 
published his own banns of marriage in the church with a 
woman whom he had formerly christened, and he himself mar- 
ried all nis four children, 





W. Salisbury’s Hints to the Proprietors of Orchards, on an effece 
tual Meaus of destroying the Insect, which has so inuch injuréd 
the Apple-Trees of this Kingdom. 


“AVING discovered its subterraneous habitation I had 
recourse to the following expedient : while the frost was 
in the ground, and the snow lay on the surface, 1 caused a 
necessary house to be emptied, and its contents taken in a soft 
staie, aud spread regularly over the ground, in quantity suffi- 
cient, as my men believed, to kill all the apple-trees. When 
the thaw came, the whole was of course washed down to the 
roots, and ever since [ have had the satisfaction of finding the 
trees perfectly clear from the insect, and growing most Juxuriant= 
ly ; and to this hour all that are left unsold remain health. 
From the success of the above experiment, [ should recommend 
that the trees be continually cleaned so far as relates to the 
branches, and that the roots be made as bare as possible in the 
winter-season, and a dressing of the above or a similar mate- 
tial applied to the roots ; and [ have little doubt of its sucess in 
curtailing the evil to a certain degree, although it may pro- 
bably be the destruction of some of the trees : yet if we can by 
any means lessen the ravages of this monster, we ought not to 
consider this loss as material. 

The eggs, or the young of insects, should be picked away ; 
or, in some instances, they may be destroyed by exposing them 
to the influence of frost. 

The cleaning trees by scraping and cutting off all the mass 
and misletoe, and thinning the trees of the wood where 
it is necessary, washing the trees all over in the winter 
season with hot lime and water, with a little oil or soft soap, to 
VOL. 57. 38 
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which sulphur and soot ate excellent additions. No insect 
cag. exist long in such a mixture; and those materials are also 
cértain antidotes to all species of Lichen, the moss that usually 
grows on apple-trees. Many of our insects are nurtured in this 
substance, as well »s in the ground tinder the trees. By fre. 
quently turning up the soil, numberless insects are destroyed in 
the clirysalis state, both by the weather and by the birds that 
are always in attendance on this operation. 

All species of mosses bloom in the winter, at which time 
they are most easily destroyed. [have this winter seen many 
apple-trees in Herefordshire so incumbered with this substance 
aud misletoe, as to have formed a favourable place of retreat for 
a white owl, dhd where it would have rested safe from the pry- 
ing eye of even a cockney-sportsman at noon-day. 





MEDICINE. 
VACCINATION IN JAVA. 


- may be gratifying to the friends of this inestimable disco- 
very to know that the British government, in arranging the 
reyenue establishment of Java, have attached a certain portion 
of land to each village for the support of vaccination. These 
Jands, or sawabs, as they are called, have been designated 
Sawah Jennerian, the latter word Larinonizing in a remarkable 
manner with the language of the country, and immortalizing 
the pame of the discoverer in that part of the world. 

The ravages made by the smail-pox during the two cent- 
ries in which this valuable calony has been under ne 
guthority, have been dreadful, and the native inhabitants have 
given an earnest that they are competent to appreciate the ad- 
vantages of vaccination, and to uphold its continuance, utider 
whatever political circumstances the island may be placed. 
The Emperor caused his family to be vaccinated in public; 
and on a recent occasion held his youngest child’ in his arais 
whilst the operation was performed, as an encouragement fo 
his sabjects, who have already beén vaccinated to the amount 
of many thousands. 

RULLBT LODGED ELEVEN MONTHS IN THE BRAIN. 

In the memorable battle of Leipsic, a soldier received a mus 
ket-shot in the head, which penetrated within the skull, and 
could not be discovered. The soldier complained of constant 
and severe head-aches, and occasionally experienced epileptic 
fits. Eleven months after the infliction of the wound he died ; 
and on examination the bullet was found completely imbedded 
in the substance of the brain-—Hufeland’s Journal of Medi- 

cine. 
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SPRING. 


An Ode on the present fine Season and Prospects: Wrinen and set to Music by 
Thomas Shoel, The Measare in Imitation of the eelebvated Ode ** Vital 
Spark, &c.” 


NY. fair spring her reign resumes, 
And the lovely scene tllumes; 
Flowers on every sides are springing, 
Birds on every side are singing 

Beauty sheds her living glow 

O’er heaven above, and earth below. 


See the sun sublimely rises 

Mounting through the brightening skies; 
While the chilling mists retreat, 
Vanquish'd by his potent beat ; 

And, beneath his genial beams, 

The soil with future harvests teems. 


How charming do the prospects shine! 
Prociaiming Power and T'ruta Divine, 
And hope of better days: 
Then swell the grateful anthem highy 
And let it echo through the sky, 
In lofty strains of praise, 


Montacute, April 4. 





TO SPRING. 


EASON of love! when narare blooms around 
In wild juxuriance, when each passion moves 

In sweetést concord with créafion’s works, 
I woo thee, sp-ing! thee, harbinger of joy. 
Sweet is the aspect of the awtumaal ‘field 
Wien o’er the ripening corn the moon-beam phys 
With chequered britliancy : sweet the summer eve: 
But the geeen leaf just opening to the sun, 
‘The shritLtoned chorus which at dawning day 
Hymn their Creator's praice; When every plant 
And flower, and shrub, breathes incense in the gale; 
The playful laiob dispurting o’er the meads 
With alb the joyous innocence of youth ; 
The geniah intluence which the season sheds 
Over every mind, to cuntempiation dear, 
Dear to thé poet: these are thine, °h spring? 
These raise the mind to heavenly meditatron, 
To Him whom seasons, winds, and storms obey, 
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ROSE AND THE LUTE. 
From Mrs. M‘Mullan’s Naiad’s Wreath. 


°F WAS not the Inte, though touched by thee, 
*T was not the welcome kind and free, 
That charmed my listening ear: 
*T was not the hand that warmly prest, 
*T was not the rose-bud love carest, 
Called memory to her sphere! 


Nol! *twas the strain so artless sungy 

On which my mute attention hung, 
That woke the slumbering muse : 

Thus then, dear girl! you know the way 

Toture my soul, and give the lay 
Which love can ne’er refuse, 


What idle finger bade depart 
The,rose leaves from thy faithful heart, 
Oh! Katherine, was it mine? 
Was memory then absorbed so much, 
To let the wastefnl finger touch, 
And spoil a sweet of thine? 


Had then the awakening strain once breathed, 
Repentant memory would have wreathed ~ 
Phe ruse leaveson the lyre! 
While such the power-pussessed by thee, 
Behold, ** I fundly bend the knee,” 
And freedom may expire. 


Accept the flower that has been mine, 
And place it in thy bosoin’s shrine, 
It asks no other heaven! 
When its last fragrance meets decay, 
Wiit thou its parting requiem play, 
And tell me I’m fergiven ? 


Should then a plaintive sadness swell 
The spring that speaks the last farewell, 
Love's matin task shall be 
Some bud to bring more sweet and fair, 
To give fresh pertume to the air— 
To live and die’with thee! 





LINES ON DOVER CLIFF. 


N those white cliffs that calm above the flood 
Uplitt their shawing heads, and at their feet 
Scarce hear the surge that has for ages beat ; 

Sure many a lonely wanderer has stood, 
And whilst the lifted murmur met his ear, 

And o’er the distant billows the still eve, 

Sailed slow, has thought of all his heart must leave 
To-morrow! of the frien’ he loved most dear! 
Of social scenes, from which he wept to part. 

sucaft like me, he knew how fruitiess all 

The thoughts that would full fain the past recall, 
Sven would he quell the risings of his heart, 
And brave the wild winds and unhearing tide, 
The world his country, and his God his guide | 





